
S t  D a v i d ' s  U n i o n  C h ur c h ,  
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Minister: Rev Henry Mbambo—minister@st-davids.org.nz                            
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Website:   www.stdavidsashburton.org                                                         
All staff members can be contacted through the church   
office,  Phone 022 166 9712.     

Pastoral:  The minister is available for pastoral care needs. Please 
call the office 022 166 9712 to make an appointment, or talk to Henry 
after the Sunday worship services to make an appointment.  If you 
know anyone who is in hospital, please let Henry know. 
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FROM OUR MINISTER 

We Have All Been Called 

The teaching on the priesthood of all believers has been a theme I 

continue to return to. During a study leave a few years ago, I explored 

this theme deeply, and I remain convinced that every Christian is 

called into Christ’s service. Scripture affirms this calling: “You are a 

chosen nation, a royal priesthood…” (1 Peter 2:9). “To Him who loves 

us… and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and 

Father” (Revelation 1:6). Both texts remind 

us that we are all part of the priesthood. This 

means ministry is never the work of a few; 

rather it is the shared vocation of the whole 

church, the whole people of God in Christ. 

Ordained ministry has its particular 

responsibilities, but it exists to nurture, 

encourage, and equip the ministry of all God’s people. Paul states in 

Ephesians 4: 11-13 that ministers have been appointed by God to 

“equip His people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may 

be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 

the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure 

of the fullness of Christ.” 

Parish Visitor …………………………………. 

mailto:office@st-davids.org.nz
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In the Protestant and Reformed tradition, which we are part of, the 

priesthood of all believers affirms that all who are united with Christ 

share in His ministry. Through our baptism, having trusted in Christ’s 

life, death, and resurrection, believers are joined to Him and equipped 

by the Holy Spirit for ministry to the glory of the Father. Christ  Jesus 

fulfilled the priestly role through His saving work, and now calls His 

people to participate in that ministry of proclaiming the Good News 

and serving the world in His name. 

From this July, over five to seven  weeks, I will be leading workshops 

on prayer, pastoral care, and participation in leading worship. 

These sessions are for anyone who senses a nudge to participate 

more fully in our worship life—whether through leading prayers,      

offering the call to worship, reading Scripture, or serving in other    

aspects of congregational ministry. 

If you would like to be part of this ministry team, please email me.       

I will confirm the workshop dates on July 5. Please pray and if you 

sense God is calling you, I will be 

delighted for you to be part of the 

workshops. I believe that while I am 

the pastor of the church, all of us are 

called to be ministers to each other 

to the glory of God. 

May the grace of God grant you 

peace as you consider this matter.  

Henry Mbambo 

CHILDRENACTIVITIES 
 

 FIT KIDZ 
 Every Thursday 9.30 am & 10.30 am—in the hall— 
 A music and movement programme for  
 0—5 year olds and their parents/caregivers. 
 Cost: $2 per child and a piece of fruit 
 for a shared morning tea.  
  
 
  

 
 
 

 

Prayer Gatherings and Growth Groups 

Bible Study Groups:  Every Tuesday afternoon from 1.30 

pm in the fellowship room and Thursday evenings from 

7.30pm (venue advertised in weekly bulletin). 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FITNESS AND EXERCISE GROUPS 

 

Every Monday  at  6.00 am and 6.00 pm 
and Wednesday and Friday  at 6.00 am—  
Circuit Training  
Sweaty Bettys Exercise Group meets in the hall 
 
Every Wednesday at 9.30 am 
Steady As You Go Exercise Group 
Meet in the Fellowship Room 
 
Every Tuesday at 9.30 am                            

Walking Group meets at the church 

 

 EVERYONE WELCOME 

Meetings of Parish Council,  
Work Groups and Committees 

 

Parish Council 
 1st Wednesday of the month 
 Parish Council Executive—meets occasionally as        
 required  
Christian Education   

 Christian Education Team meet monthly. 

Worship Committee 

 Worship Committee meet monthly. 

Pastoral Committee   —occasional meetings 
Finance Committee  —occasional meetings 
Property Committee            —occasional meetings  

FROM PARISH COUNCIL: 
 
 The leased photocopier will be updated and should prove 

more cost-effective. 
 The Finance report noted that again, income is not 

matching expenses, being over $30,000 short for the 
year. 

 Repairs required on the church piano will go ahead. 
 Chileya and Henry thanked parish members for their 

prayers and support, especially for their son's wedding. 
 Nola Sim's work maintaining the church gardens is much 

appreciated. 
 David Henson's resignation as Parish Council chair was 

accepted and Peter Yates will take over the role. 
 
Alison Early 

+ + + + + 
 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 
 
 

Called, Equipped and Sent 

Rev George Hammond 

and Margaret 
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NEWS FROM JIM AND DIANE YOUNG - 

Hi everyone.  We have had a good week travelling to some of 
the spots we frequented in the past—Zomba, Game park at        
Liwonde, Cape Maclear.  Now at Salima staying on the shores 
of Lake Malawi till Wednesday and then to Lilongwe where we 
lived in Malawi.  Ministry news—The printed lessons books are 
on the way from India estimated to arrive later in July. STUM 
director John will appreciate your prayers as he organizes for 
early July to the programme for the setup of 2 STUM district 
committees right in the south of the country.  The plan is for me 
to join the team to have a Sunday School teachers training 
event in August in this new area.  Blessings. 

Jim. 

A later message - 

A special moment of the week was meeting a member of the 
SIM team at Mangochi—Maganizo, at the hospital as her          
husband Fatsani was recovering from pneumonia. 

 

 
The Core values below are what will support the vision of our 

church, shaping our culture, and reflect what our               
church values. 

The Centrality of the Gospel 
The gospel is the message of hope for the world and grace for the 
sinner. It is not just a collection of the words of truth spoken by 
Jesus over 2000 years ago, but the very power of God which 
transforms, grows, changes, and shapes everything today. 
 

Worship 
Encourage and facilitate the worship of God in spirit and truth in 
order that God would be glorified and His people would find 
complete satisfaction in Him. 
 

Discipleship 
It is God’s desire for those who have put their faith in Christ that 
they become lifelong disciples deepening their faith as God’s people 
who are being transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit to be 
Christ like. Discipleship will provide followers of Jesus a safe place 
and resources to develop a deeper relationship with God. 
 

Prayer  
Maintaining a humble posture of prayer both corporately and 
individually in order to experience the presence and power of God in 
all aspects of our ministry and life. 
 

Mission and Outreach  
Being obedient to Christ's Great Commission to make disciples of 
all nations, we will seek to communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ 
with integrity and in love in the city and to the ends of the world. 
 

Fellowship 
Encourage small fellowship Groups in order to strength relationships 
as brothers and sister in Christ, encouraging one another for 
spiritual nourishment.  
 

Stewardship 
Honoring God with our lives by understanding what it means to 
manage responsibly and giving generously, cheerfully, and 
sacrificially of our talents, treasures, and time. 



Worship Services July 2026  

Readings and Sermons from worship services each 
Sunday are available to listen to on the church 

website—www.stdavidsashburton.org 

                  FUNERAL 

     Phyllis ELLIS                12 June 2026 

           Sympathy to Family and Friends 

Wednesday 1 July 
Rev Henry Mbambo 
  

11:30am 
  

Mid-week Service & Lunch 
Communion 

Sunday 5 July 
Rev Henry Mbambo 
  

9:30am Worship Service &          
Communion 

  

Tuesday 7 July 
Rev Henry Mbambo 

11:00am 
  

Rosebank Rest Home       
Service 

Sunday 12 July 
Rev Henry Mbambo 
  

9.30am 
  

Worship Service 

Tuesday 14 July 
Rev Henry Mbambo 
  

11:30am 
  

Radius Millstream Service 
  

Wednesday 15 July 
Rev Henry Mbambo 
  

11.30am Midweek Service & Lunch 

Sunday 19 July 
Rev Helen Wallis 
  

9.30am 
  

Worship Service 
  

Tuesday 21 July 
Rev Henry Mbambo 
  

11.00am 
  

Terrace View Rest Home 
Service 

  

Sunday 26 July 
Rev Henry Mbambo 
  

9.30am 
5.00pm 

Worship Service 
Evening Service & Meal 

 

PHOTOS SENT BY DIANE AND JIM 

 

Called, Equipped and Sent 
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A Love Letter from Jesus 

Dear Friend,  

How are you? I just had to send you this letter to tell you how much I 
love and care about you. I saw you yesterday as you were walking with 
your friends.  

I waited all day, hoping you would talk to me also. 

As evening drew near, I gave you a sunset to close your day and a cool 
breeze to rest you, and I waited. You never came. Oh, yes, it hurt me, 
but I still love you because I am your friend. 

I saw you fall asleep last night, and I longed to touch your brow, so I 
spilled moonlight upon your pillow and face. Again I waited, wanting to 
rush down so we could talk. I have so many gifts for you. 

You awakened late and rushed off for the day…… 

My tears were in the rain. Today you looked so sad, 

So alone. It makes my heart ache because I understand. 

My friends let me down and hurt me many times too, 

But I love you. I try to tell you in the quiet green grass;  

I whisper it in the leaves and trees breathe it in the colors of the flowers. 

I shout it to you in the mountain streams, and give the birds love songs 
to sing. 

I clothe you with warm sunshine and perfume the air. 

My love for you is deeper than oceans and bigger than the biggest want 
or need you have. 

If you believe and trust in me, we will spend eternity together in heaven. 

I know how hard it is on this earth. I really know (because I was there) 

And I want to help you. My father wants to help you too. 

He’s that way, you know. Just call me, ask me, and talk to me. It is your 
decision. 

I have chosen you, and because of this I will wait……..because I love 
you 

    Called, Equipped and Sent 

     Needed - a Sense of Value. Bob Gass. 

‘I have called you by name; you 
are mine’. Isaiah 43:1. 

Adam had a relationship with God 
before he had one with Eve. Hey? 
Because nobody but God can tell 
you who you really are, and what 
you’re worth! Until you know that, 
you won’t know whether you’re in 
love- or in need. You’ll keep looking 
for somebody to love you so much, 
that you’re finally start feeling good 
about yourself. The trouble is, when 
you find that person you’ll cling to 

them like a vine. You’ll agree with all their opinions, and have 
none of your own. You’ll try to meet their every need, and 
make yourself indispensable. You’ll feel threatened if they can 
do anything without you. When they enjoy somebody else’s 
company you’ll panic and say, ‘All I need is you, how come you 
don’t feel the same way about me?’ No human relationship can 
sustain such a load.  

Adam learnt how to relate to Eve- only after he had learnt to 
relate to God. It’s in God’s presence, free from the demands of 
others that you begin to see yourself in the right mirror. It’s 
here that you prepare the gift to be given. But something has 
changed- now you know how much the gift is worth, and you 
will only give it to someone who places the same value on it. 
God has always wanted the best for you; He’s only been wait-
ing for you to come into agreement with Him. Listen, ‘As the 
Spirit of the lord works within us, we become more and more 
like him and reflect his glory’ 2Corinthians 3:18. Why don’t you 
spend some time with him today, and start discovering how 
much you’re really worth. 

Sent by Jim Young 


