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FROM OUR MINISTER 

Advent 2022 

The season of Advent is one not known very much by many 

people. In today’s consumerism environment, some people start 

to prepare for the festive season more than a month before 

Christmas. You might have noticed that businesses have already 

started advertising their Christmas sales and some people have 

started Christmas shopping. I think that doing your Christmas 

shopping 4 weeks before Christmas may be a good thing if you 

are into Christmas shopping. It may be a good thing if you intend 

to use the 4 weeks before Christmas to observe the Advent 

season without being destructed by the shopping rush. 

Advent is the four weeks before the celebration of the birth of 

Jesus and in 2022, November 27th is the first Sunday in this 

season. At St. David’s we have a tradition of 

lighting the first of the four candles on the 

Advent wreath surrounding the white Christ 

candle. The candles symbolize joy, hope, 

peace and love. We also put up Christmas 

decorations including the nativity scene. 

Your Parish Visitor …………………………. 
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Advent is a time of anticipation 

and waiting for the gift of this 

holy season and in this season,  

we pay attention to what God 

may surprise us with in his 

presence. “If we wait in 

stillness, we will find God in 

unexpected places like a 

manger in Bethlehem.” Someone has said that “Advent is  a 

season for prayer and reformation of our hearts especially when 

we seek to allow Christ to be born as the incarnate Son of God 

born for us and all who believe in Him.” 

This year during Advent, may we pay our attention to Christ, slow 

down and prepare for Emmanuel – God with us. May we embrace 

the themes of hope, joy, peace and love revealed to us in Christ 

Jesus whom we celebrate this season. 

Advent invites us to slow down and enjoy the hope and miracle 

that each day of life brings us. So when you go Christmas 

shopping, remember that this season is all about Christ who brings 

us salvation and in Him we have eternal rest for our souls. 

“Advent – a time to slow down, savour and see things in the light of 
Christ.” 

Henry Mbambo 

Minister 

CHILDREN AND  
YOUNG PEOPLES ACTIVITIES 

 

 FIT KIDZ 
 Every Thursday 10.00 am—in the fellowship room— 
 A music and movement programme for  
 0—5 year olds and their parents/caregivers. 
 Cost: $2 per child and a piece of fruit 
 for a shared morning tea.  
 (Last one for year on 15 December) 
  
 
 
  

YOUTH GROUP 
Meet weekly on Wednesdays 5.30 pm to 7.30 pm 

in the Youth Room.   
Contact the church office for more details. 

(This group will recommence in the new year) 
 
 

(These group activities are run throughout the school 
terms). 



Prayer Gatherings and Growth Groups 

Bible Study Group:  Every Thursday from 7.00pm.  (Starting 

date for New Year to be advised).  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting:  Come and join in for a time of Prayer every 

 Friday at 10:30 am in the Minister’s office. 

 

 

Called, Equipped and Sent                   

 Christmas Quotes 

God never gives someone a gift they are not capable of receiving. If 
He gives us the gift of Christmas, it is because we all have the ability 
to understand and receive it."  Pope Francis.  

Phillips Brooks 
“The world has grown weary through the years, but at Christmas, it is 
young.” 

Norman Wesley Brooks 
“Christmas is forever, not for just one day. For loving, sharing, giving, 
are not to put away.”  

Hamilton Wright Mabie 
"Blessed is the season which engages the whole world in a 
conspiracy of love." 

Christmas is a necessity. There has to be at least one day of the year 
to remind us that we’re here for something else besides ourselves.” 
―Eric Sevareid 

Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved 
the world. The perfect gift is that He gave His only Son. The only 
requirement is to believe in Him. The reward of faith is that you shall 
have everlasting life." - Corrie Ten Boom  

The Son of God became a man to enable men to become the sons of 
God. 

C.S. Lewis  
 
Each of us is an inn keeper who decides if there is room for Jesus. 
Neal A Maxwell.  

CRAFT ‘N’ CHAT 

Join us on the first and third Friday.  1.30pm—4pm in the                  

Fellowship Centre.   Bring your own craft projects                                            

or just call in for a cuppa.                                                                   

Everyone welcome. Enquiries to Philippa phone 3087644 
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The Incomparable Christ 

Author unknown. 

He came from the bosom of the Father to the bosom of a woman. 

He put on humanity that we may put on divinity. He became man that 

we might become sons of God. 

He came from heaven, where the rivers never freeze, winds never 

blow, frosts never chill the air, flowers never fade. They never phone 

for a doctor, for no one is ever sick. No undertakers and no 

graveyards, for no one ever dies – no one is ever buried. 

He was born contrary to the laws of nature, lived in poverty, reared in 

obscurity: only once did He cross the boundary of the land, in 

childhood. He had no wealth nor influence and had neither training nor 

education. His relatives were inconspicuous and uninfluential. 

In infancy He started as a king; in boyhood He puzzled the doctors; in 

manhood ruled the course of nature. He walked upon billows and 

hushed the sea to sleep. He healed the multitudes without medicine 

and made no charge for his services. He never wrote a book, yet not 

all the libraries of the country could hold the books that could be 

written about Him. He never wrote a song yet He has furnished the 

theme of more songs than all the songwriters combined. He never 

founded a college, yet all schools together cannot boast of as many 

students as He has. He never practised medicine, and yet He healed 

more broken hearts than any doctors have healed broken bodies. He 

never marshalled an army, drafted a soldier, nor fired a gun, yet no 

leader ever made more volunteers who have, under his orders, made 

rebels stack arms or surrender without a shot being fired. 

He is the Star of astronomy; the Rock of geology; the Lion and Lamb 

of zoology; the Harmoniser of all discords and Healer of all diseases. 

Great men have come and gone, yet He lives on. Herod could not kill 

him, Satan could not seduce Him, death could not destroy Him, the 

grave could not hold Him. 

 

 

FITNESS AND EXERCISE GROUPS 
Every Monday  at  6.00 am and 6.00 pm 
and Wednesday and Friday  at 6.00 am—  
Circuit Training  
Sweaty Bettys Exercise Group meets in the hall 
(last meeting on 21 De 

cember.  

Recommencing on 16 January) 

 

Every Wednesday at 9.30 am 
Steady As You Go Exercise Group 
Meet in the Fellowship Room 
(last meeting on 21 December.  

Recommencing on 1 February) 

 
Every Tuesday at 9.30 am                            

Walking Group meets at the church 

 

Worship Services January 2023 

 

Sunday January 1 
Rev Henry Mbambo 

9:30am Sunday Worship 
& Communion 

  

Sunday January 8 
Rev Helen Wallis 
  

9:30am Sunday Worship 
  

Sunday January 15 
Rev Jim Young 
  

9:30am 
  

Sunday Worship 
  

Sunday January 22 
Rev Henry Mbambo 
  

9:30am Sunday Worship 
  

Sunday 29 January 
Rev Henry Mbambo 
  

9:30am Sunday Worship 



Worship Services December 2022  

Readings and Sermons from worship services 
each Sunday are available to listen to on the 
church website—www.stdavidsashburton.org 

Sunday 4 December 

Rev Henry Mbambo 

  

  

9:30am 

Advent 2 

 Worship & Communion 

  

Wednesday 7 December 

Rev Henry Mbambo 

  

 11:30am Midweek Service & Lunch 

Celebrating Christmas 

Sunday 11 December 

Rev Henry Mbambo 
 

  

9:30am 

  

Advent 3 

Children’s Worship 

Sunday 18 December 

Rev Henry Mbambo 

9:30am Advent 4 

Service of Carols 

Tuesday 20 December 

Rev Henry Mbambo 

11:00am Radius Millstream 

Service of Carols 

Wednesday 21 December 

Rev Henry Mbambo 

11:30am  Midweek Service & Lunch 

Celebrating Christmas 

  

Saturday 24 December 

Rev Henry Mbambo 

  

  

  

  

8:00pm 

  

11:00pm 

  

11:15pm 

Christmas Eve 

Greenstreet 

  

St David’s 

Christmas Eve Supper 

Followed by 

Christmas Eve Worship  

Sunday 25 December 

Rev Henry Mbambo 

  

9:30am 

  

Christmas Morning      

Worship 

 Called, Equipped and Sent 

 

He laid aside his purple cloak for a peasant’s gown. He was rich, yet 
for our sakes became poor. How poor? Ask Mary! Ask the Wise 
Men! He slept in another’s manger. He cruised the lake in another’s 
boat. He rode on another’s donkey. He was buried in another’s tomb. 
All failed, but He never. The ever perfect One – He is the Chief 
among ten thousand. He is altogether lovely. He is the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God. 

Mary    

Only Mary kneeling there 

Looked up to where the rafter bare 

Had cast their shadows on the wall 

Dark menacing and tall. 

Above her baby’s sleeping head 

Only the mother saw the dread shape of a cross they made 

Upon the place where He was laid. 

 

Too deep her anguish and fond her heart 

To see what lay beyond. 

And so, she prayed 

Beseeching for her little son 

A time to play in pastures green 

A childhood 

Cloudless and serene. 

Margaret C. Gibbon       Sent by Annalie Henson 
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 ATTENTION ALL LADIES 

Keep Tuesday 31 January 2023 free.   Luncheon 12 noon. 

Bring a small salad to share.  Sausages and bread provided. 

 

 

David and Janet Fisher will speak 
about their recent travel experiences. 

 

Bring a friend and enjoy a time of fun and fellowship. 

Kathleen Vessey                   308 6247 

Margaret Reddecliffe            308 4886 

Pam Love                              308 9045 

 

FUNERAL 

Winifred Marjorie (Marj) GREENAWAY         

10 November 2022 

 

Sympathy to Family and Friends 

                        Called, Equipped and Sent 

The Core values below are what will support the vision of our 
church, shaping our culture, and reflect what our church values. 

The Centrality of the Gospel 
The gospel is the message of hope for the world and grace for the 
sinner. It is not just a collection of the words of truth spoken by Jesus 
over 2000 years ago, but the very power of God which transforms, 
grows, changes, and shapes everything today. 
 

Worship 
Encourage and facilitate the worship of God in spirit and truth in order 
that God would be glorified and His people would find complete 
satisfaction in Him. 
 

Discipleship 
It is God’s desire for those who have put their faith in Christ that they 
become lifelong disciples deepening their faith as God’s people who 
are being transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit to be Christ like. 
Discipleship will provide followers of Jesus a safe place and 
resources to develop a deeper relationship with God. 
 

Prayer  
Maintaining a humble posture of prayer both corporately and 
individually in order to experience the presence and power of God in 
all aspects of our ministry and life. 
 

Mission and Outreach  
Being obedient to Christ's Great Commission to make disciples of all 
nations, we will seek to communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ with 
integrity and in love in the city and to the ends of the world. 
 

Fellowship 
Encourage small fellowship Groups in order to strength relationships 
as brothers and sister in Christ, encouraging one another for spiritual 
nourishment.  
 

Stewardship 
Honoring God with our lives by understanding what it means to 
manage responsibly and giving generously, cheerfully, and 
sacrificially of our talents, treasures, and time. 


