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FROM OUR MINISTER
We Remember our Loved Ones
November is a time traditionally designated by the Church to
remember our deceased loved ones. That is why in some Church
traditions, the commemoration of All Saint day happens on
November 1. At St. David’s, we hold our annual Remembrance
Church Service on the last Thursday of November.
In the wider Church, the service of remembrance is related to the
fact that the end of November is the end of the Liturgical Year and
the following Sunday ushers in a new year starting with the First
Sunday of Advent. The following four-week period is a time of
preparation before Christmas. We therefore

Closing date for the next
newsletter will be

19 November 2021

use this end of the year period as “a time to
think of the end of life and the end of all
things and the great hope that our earthly
end is transition into a new life in God’s
heavenly reality.”
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So we remember and give thanks to God for those who have gone
before us and we look with prayer and hope to the promised new life

CHILDREN AND

in Christ where all who have died in Christ abide eternally. Every

YOUNG PEOPLES ACTIVITIES

year we invite families who have had a bereavement during the
year to attend a service of remembrance. We gather to pray for

FIT KIDZ

friends and family and for all those who mourn, that they may

Every Thursday 10.00 am—in the fellowship room—

find comfort in this difficult time. As we approach Christmas, we

A music and movement programme for
0—5 year olds and their parents/caregivers.
Cost: $2 per child and a piece of fruit
for a shared morning tea.

acknowledge that it might be a tough time for families who have
lost their loved. This year therefore, we are inviting anyone in
the Ashburton Community as well as the St. David’s Church
family to a service where we will remember those who have
died regardless of when. We are not just focusing on those
families who have had bereavements in the last 12 month, but
we are hoping that anyone who wants to have a time of quiet
remembrance

to

come

to

this

service.

This

year’s

AFTER SCHOOL CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME
Every Wednesday from 3.00 pm—4.30 pm
Weekly meeting in the hall. A journey of
learning and discovery with signs along the
way pointing to Jesus and what is really true.

Remembrance will take place on
November 25th at 7pm. We invite you
all to come and light a candle to
remember your loved ones and
share the hope we have in Christ our

YOUTH GROUP
Meet weekly on Wednesdays 5.30 pm to 7.30 pm
in the Youth Room.
Contact the church office for more details.

Lord.
Henry Mbambo
Minister

(These group activities are run throughout the
school terms).

Prayer Gatherings and Growth Groups
Bible Study Group: Every Thursday from 7.00pm.

Prayer Meeting: Come and join in for a time of Prayer every
Friday at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Room.

Prayer Ministry available each Sunday at
the conclusion of the 9.30 am service; at the rear of the
church (piano side) beside the small exit door.

Do you know anyone in the
parish who may not be at
church for communion for
various reasons? Let the
minister know and we are
able to arrange home
communion.

Called, Equipped and Sent
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Three Months in Africa
Annalie and I were blessed with a wonderful three months in
and around Victoria Falls, one of the Seven Wonders of the
World – 1,708 metres of water fall carrying around 4,000 cubic
metres per second down 108 metres. The magnitude and
beauty make one stand in awe of God’s Creation. And that is
before the magnificence of elephants,
giraffe and so many other species up
close and personal. We had elephant
and buffalo plus the ever present
baboons in the street outside our cottage
as well as Ellies being almost in arms
reach of our tent when on safari. The
bird life is astounding, with up to 126
different birds in the area including Hwange National Park. One
has got to marvel at God’s fun and pleasure in making all this
for man to enjoy, and the fact He gave us all the senses we
have to see, hear, smell and taste, and also to worship and
celebrate.
The joy and privilege was further enhanced by the people seeing so many of our family and friends, some of whom have
been through hell over the last 20 years, but have never-theless stayed the course and continue to make a huge difference
in the community. There is something so precious about old
friendships and reconnecting. We were sorry to have missed
my mother by a week, but were able to be with many of the
family for the memorial service. We enjoyed two very
memorable celebrations of Annalie’s Dads 90th. He still
practices as a veterinarian and is a national authority on a wide

FITNESS AND EXERCISE GROUPS
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We were most impressed with the growing church in Victoria
Falls which our son William and wife Narelle have pioneered.
Every week the numbers grow and there is such enthusiasm
among all ages. Their home group is thriving with young couples
who attended their Alpha course and now want to continue to
explore their faith. The last Sunday we were there five families
dedicated their babies in a beautiful service and William
conducted one couple’s wedding in the last week we were there.
I think Zimbabweans (other than their politicians and some of
the officials) have got to be some of the friendliest and happiest
people. This is despite being severely deprived as a result of
Covid, not from getting the virus but from loss of income due to
the collapse of tourism which constitutes 90% of the area’s
income. The majority of the staff of all the hotels and lodges
were told in March last year to just go home and come back this
year – no wage subsidy or other support though. Folk in poor
countries have a far higher chance of dying from malnutrition,
starvation, malaria, cholera and other endemic problems, so it
was so good to see how much food support was raised by
private organisations and churches to
support these folk, and the coming together
of the peoples who are all “in it together”.
There is so much good being done in Africa,
and so much more to do, but I am optimistic
and encouraged. It was good to be back in a
place where God is still so well respected
and acknowledged. Once Africa is in your
heart, it never leaves!

Every Monday at 6.00 am and 6.00 pm
and Wednesday and Friday at 6.00 am—
Circuit Training
Sweaty Bettys Exercise Group meets in the hall
Every Wednesday at 9.30 am
Steady As You Go Exercise Group
Meet in the Fellowship Room
Every Tuesday at 9.30 am
Walking Group meets at the church

EVERYONE WELCOME
Meetings of Parish Council,
Work Groups and Committees
Parish Council
1st Wednesday of the month
Parish Council Executive—meets occasionally as required
Christian Education
Christian Education Team meet monthly.
Worship Committee
3rd Thursday most months at 2.00 pm in the Lounge
Pastoral Committee
Finance Committee
Property Committee

—occasional meetings
—occasional meetings
—occasional meetings

Worship Services November 2021
Wednesday 3 November
Rev Henry Mbambo
Thursday 4 November
Rev Henry Mbambo
Sunday 7 November
Rev Henry Mbambo
Sunday 14 February
Rev Henry Mbambo

11:30am

Mid-week Service,
Communion & Lunch

11.00am

Princes Court

9:30am

Worship & Communion

9:30am

Worship St. David’s

11.15am

Worship Greenstreet
Service of Baptism

Tuesday 16 November
Rev Henry Mbambo

11:00am

Worship
Radius Millstream

Wednesday 17 February
Rev Henry Mbambo

11:30am

Mid-week Service & Lunch
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A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and inquired of his
father as to when they could discuss his use of the car.
The father offered his son the following deal.
"You bring your grades up from a C to a B average, study your Bible a little and get your hair cut. Then we'll talk about the car."
The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd settle for the
offer and they agreed on it. After about six weeks his father said,
"Son, you've brought your grades up and I've observed that you
have been studying your Bible, but I 'm disappointed you haven't
had your hair cut."
The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I
've noticed in my studies of the Bible that Samson had long hair,
John the Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair, and there's
even strong
evidence that Jesus had long hair."
Got to love the Dad's reply -

Sunday 21 November
Rev Henry Mbambo

9:30am

Thursday 25 November
Rev Henry Mbambo

11:00am

Hospital Chapel

7.00pm

Remembrance Service

9:30am

Advent 1
Worship

Sunday 28 November
Rev Henry Mbambo

Called, Equipped and Sent

Worship

Readings and Sermons from worship services each Sunday are
available to listen to on the church website—
www.stdavidsashburton.org

Did you also notice they all walked everywhere they went?"
"
(The punchline was accidentally missed from last month’s newsletter, that is why the joke is being repeated)
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CRAFT ‘N’ CHAT

The Core values below are what will support the vision of our
church, shaping our culture, and reflect what our church values.

Join us on the first and third Friday.

The Centrality of the Gospel
The gospel is the message of hope for the world and grace for the
sinner. It is not just a collection of the words of truth spoken by Jesus
over 2000 years ago, but the very power of God which transforms,
grows, changes, and shapes everything today.

1.30pm—4pm in the Fellowship Centre
Bring your own craft projects
or just call in for a cuppa.
Everyone welcome. Enquiries to Philippa phone
3087644

FUNERALS
Robert Jones 1 October, 2021
Lester TARBOTTON
Robin EVEREST

7 October 2021

11 October 2021

Sympathy extended to
Family and Friends

Worship
Encourage and facilitate the worship of God in spirit and truth in order
that God would be glorified and His people would find complete
satisfaction in Him.
Discipleship
It is God’s desire for those who have put their faith in Christ that they
become lifelong disciples deepening their faith as God’s people who
are being transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit to be Christ like.
Discipleship will provide followers of Jesus a safe place and
resources to develop a deeper relationship with God.
Prayer
Maintaining a humble posture of prayer both corporately and
individually in order to experience the presence and power of God in
all aspects of our ministry and life.
Mission and Outreach
Being obedient to Christ's Great Commission to make disciples of all
nations, we will seek to communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ with
integrity and in love in the city and to the ends of the world.
Fellowship
Encourage small fellowship Groups in order to strength relationships
as brothers and sister in Christ, encouraging one another for spiritual
nourishment.
Stewardship
Honoring God with our lives by understanding what it means to
manage responsibly and giving generously, cheerfully, and
sacrificially of our talents, treasures, and time.

